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OPTR - 2025 Questionnaire 1 - Country
Practice

Dear National Reporter,

| would like to thank you for your participation in the IBFD’s Observatory on the Protection of Taxpayers'
Rights (OPTR).

This form collects the information on the practical implementation in domestic law of legal procedures,
safeguards and guarantees associated with taxpayers' rights in a wide range of situations for the
practical protection of taxpayers' rights, as monitored by the IBFD Observatory on the Protection of
Taxpayers' Rights.

We kindly ask you to assess assertively (yes/no) the level of practical implementation of said
procedures, safeguards and guarantees associated with taxpayers' rights in your country. When
answering, please bear in mind the actual practice regarding each situation, regardless of whether a
given procedure, safeguard or guarantee has been formally adopted in your country.

This form should be filled in as soon as any of the events mentioned above occurs and edited as many
times as necessary to cover all relevant developments occurred in 2025, until no later than 16 January
2026. We appreciate very much your cooperation in this regard.

Feel free to contact us for any clarification you may need. We look forward to your valuable
contribution to this remarkable project.

Kind regards,
Dr Sam van der Vlugt

Scientific Coordinator
IBFD Observatory on the Protection of Taxpayers’ Rights.

* Better if filled in using Google Chrome © or Mozilla Firefox ©

Email *

ebalaba@gmail.com



Name: *

Edward Balaba

Country: *

Uganda

Affiliation *

Taxpayers / Tax Practitioners
Tax Administration
Judiciary
(Tax) Ombudsperson

Academia

Other:

Instructions:

1. Please answer all questions. The form will not allow you to continue/submit your responses until you
have answered all questions.

2. For assertive questions, please answer with “yes” or “no” by clicking on the corresponding button.
3. For questions that require you to specify a period of time (namely, Q. 26 and Q. 45), please select the
time applicable in your country to carry out the procedures indicated in the questions in practice, within

the options provided.

4. For questions with more than one possible answer (namely, Q. 56), please check all necessary boxes
to reflect better the practical situation of your country regarding the issue, by clicking on them.

5. When completed, please submit the survey.

6. Once you have submitted the survey, you will receive an email acknowledging your participation in the
OPTR and providing a backup of your answers.



7. The email will also include an "edit your survey" link, in case you want to modify any of your answers.
You will receive this email every time you submit partial responses.

8. An option to quit the survey and save your answers is provided at the end of each section.

9. If answering partially, please select "Yes" at the end of the section in which you are to submit your
partial answers to the survey. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response”
link sent to your email after submitting this survey.

10. For editing your answers, please use the last "edit your response" link provided to you via email.
Please bear in mind that this is the only way the system will acknowledge your previous answers. If you
use a link other than the last one provided, some (or all) changes might not be retrieved by the system.
11. When clicking on the last "edit your response” link, the system will lead you to the front page of the
survey. Click on "Next" as many times as needed to get to the section you want to continue in. Once you

have reached said section, please remember to change your answer to the question "Do you want to
save your results and quit?" to "No", in order to be able to continue.

1. Do taxpayers have the right to see the information held about them by the tax authority? *

@ Yes

No

2. If yes, can they request the correction of errors in the information? *

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to the previous question)

@ Yes

No



3. Is it possible in your country for taxpayers to communicate electronically with the tax
authority?

@ Yes

No

4. If yes, are there systems in place to prevent unauthorised access to the channel of
communication?

@ Yes

No

5. In your country, is there a system of "cooperative compliance" / "enhanced
relationship"which applies to some taxpayers only?

Yes

5A. If yes, are there rules or procedures in place to ensure this system is available to all
eligible taxpayers on a non-preferential/non discriminatory/non arbitrary basis?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 5)
Yes

No



6. Are compliance obligations imposed on third parties subject to limits that ensure they are  *
necessary and proportionate?

@ Yes

No

7. Are there special arrangements for individuals who face particular difficulties (e.g. the *
disabled, the elderly, other special cases) to receive assistance in complying with their tax
obligations?

Yes

7A. Are there special arrangements in circumstances of force majeure? *

Yes

7B. If yes to 7A, do said arrangements operate automatically? *

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 7A)
Yes

No



Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

8. Does a dialogue take place in your country between the taxpayer and the tax authority *
before the issue of an assessment in order to reach an agreed assessment?

@ Yes

No

9. If yes, can the taxpayer request a meeting with the tax officer? *

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 8)

@ Yes

No

10. If a systematic error in the assessment of tax comes to light (e.g. the tax authority loses a *
tax case and it is clear that tax has been collected on a wrong basis), does the tax authority
act ex officio to notify all affected taxpayers and arrange repayments to them?

Yes



Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

N.B. From 2025 all questions of this area also refer to data protection

11. Is information held by your tax authority automatically encrypted? *

@ Yes

No

11A. Do data protection rights apply to all information held by tax authorities? *

@ Yes

No

11B. If yes to 11A, does it include the tight to access data and correct inaccuracies? *

@ Yes

No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 11A)



11C. If yes to 11A, is all data (at some point) destroyed once its purpose has been fulfilled? *

Yes

@No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 11A)

12. Is access to information held by the tax authority about a specific taxpayer accessible
only to the tax official(s) dealing with that taxpayer's affairs?

@ Yes

No

13. If yes, must the tax official identify himself/herself before accessing information held
about a specific taxpayer?

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 12)

@ Yes

No

14. Is access to information held about a taxpayer audited internally to check if there has
been any unauthorised access to that information?

@ Yes

No



14A. If yes to 14, are victims of an unauthorised disclosure entitled to be informed and paid a *
compensation?

Yes

@No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 14)

15. Are there examples of tax officials who have been criminally prosecuted in the last *
decade for unauthorised access to taxpayers' data?

Yes

15A. Are tax officials entitled to work remotely? *

@ Yes

No

15B. If yes to 15A, are equivalent measures taken to ensure confidentiality and data *
protection to the ones that apply when the official is working from a tax office?

@ Yes

No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 15A)



15C. If yes to 15B, are those measures audited? *

@ Yes

No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 15A & 15B)

16. Is information about the tax liability of specific taxpayers publicly available in your

country?

Yes

16A. If yes to 16, is access limited only to those who have a legitimate interest? *

Yes
No

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 16)

16B. Can information held by tax authorities be supplied to other authorities? *

@ Yes

No



*

16C. If yes to 16 B, is the supply to other public authorities permitted only when authorised
by law and with appropriate safeguards?

@ Yes

No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 16B)

17. Is "naming and shaming" of non-compliant taxpayers practised in your country? *

@ Yes

No

17A. If yes to 17, is personal data that places the individual at risk not disclosable? *

@ Yes

No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 17)

18. Is there a system in your country by which the courts may authorise the public disclosure *
of information held by the tax authority about specific taxpayers (e.g. habeas data or
freedom of information)?

@ Yes

No



18A. Is there legislation that protects whistleblowers that disclose confidential information
held by revenue authorities (or third parties holding data for tax purposes)?

@ Yes

No

19. Is there a system of protection of legally privileged communications between the
taxpayer and its advisors?

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

Yes

@No

20. If yes, does this extend to advisors other than those who are legally qualified (e.g.
accountants, tax advisors)?

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 19)
Yes

No

*

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

20A. Are there mandatory disclosure requirements (e.g. mandatory disclosure of tax *
planning arrangements)?

Yes

@No

20B. If yes to 20A, are those mandatory disclosure obligations so drafted as not to affect the *
relations with professional advisers?

Yes

No

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 20A)

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

21. Does the principle ne bis in idem apply to tax audits (i.e. that the taxpayer can only *
receive one audit in respect of the same taxable period)?

@ Yes

No



22. If yes, does this mean only one audit per tax per year? *

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 21)

@ Yes

No

23. Does the principle audi alteram partem apply in the tax audit process (i.e. does the *
taxpayer have to be notified of all decisions taken in the process and have the right to object
and be heard before the decision is finalised)?

@ Yes

No

23A. If yes to 23, does this principle also apply to online meetings? *

@ Yes

No

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 23)

24. Does the taxpayer have the right to request an audit (e.qg. if the taxpayer wishes to get  *
finality of taxation for a particular year)?

Yes



25. Are there time limits applicable to the conduct of a normal audit in your country (e.g. the *
audit must be concluded within so many months?

@ Yes

No

26. If yes, what is the normal limit in months? * @ Dropdown

1-3 months v

27. Does the taxpayer have the right to be represented by a person of its choice in the audit *
process?

@ Yes

No

28. May the opinion of independent experts be used in the audit process? *

@ Yes

No

29. Does the taxpayer have the right to receive a full report on the conclusions of the audit at *
the end of the process?

@ Yes

No



29A. Once a tax audit is completed, are there rules that prevent further evidence being *
collected, further arguments being put forward and no further tax charges being brought?

Yes

@No

30. Are there limits to the frequency of audits of the same taxpayer (e.g. in respect to *
different periods or different taxes)?

Yes

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

31. Is the principle nemo tenetur applied in tax investigations (i.e. the principle against self- *
incrimination?

Yes



32. If yes, is there a restriction on the use of information supplied by the taxpayer in a
subsequent penalty procedure/criminal procedure?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 31)
Yes

No

33. If yes to nemo tenetur, can the taxpayer raise this principle to refuse to supply basic
accounting information to the tax authority?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 31)
Yes

No

34. Is there a procedure applied in your country to identify a point in time during an
investigation when it becomes likely that the taxpayer may be liable for a penalty or a
criminal charge, and from that time onwards the taxpayer's right not to self-incriminate is
recognised?

Yes



35. If yes, is there a requirement to give the taxpayer a warning that the taxpayer can rely on *
the right of non-self-incrimination?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 34)
Yes

No

36. Is authorisation by a court always needed before the tax authority may enter and search *
premises?

Yes

37. May the tax authority enter and search the dwelling places of individuals? *

@ Yes

No

38. Is a court order required before the tax authority can use interception of communications *
(e.g. telephone tapping or access to electronic communications)?

Yes



38A. Does access to bank information for tax purposes require prior judicial authorisation? *

Yes

@No

39. Is there a procedure in place to ensure that legally privileged material is not taken in the *
course of a search?

Yes

39A. If evidence is collected as a result of a search that was not authorised by the judiciary is *
that evidence admissible?

Yes

39B. If digital data is copied or removed, are there provisions to ensure that this does not *
affect the normal operation of the electronic information system?

Yes



Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

40. Is there a procedure for an internal review of an assessment/decision before the *
taxpayer appeals to the judiciary?

@ Yes

No

40A. Do taxpayers have an alternative of taking an appeal to an arbitration tribunal in place *
of the tax courts?

@ Yes

No


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

41. Does the taxpayer need permission to appeal to the first instance tribunal? *

Yes

@No

42. Does the taxpayer need permission to appeal to the second or higher instance tribunals? *

Yes

43. Is it necessary for the taxpayer to bring his case first before an administrative court to *
quash the assessment/decision, before the case can proceed to a judicial hearing?

@ Yes

No

44, Are there time limits applicable for a tax case to complete the judicial appeal process? *

@ Yes

No

45. If yes, what is the normal time it takes for a tax case to be concluded on

*
@ Dropdown
appeal?

10-12 months v



46. Are there any arrangements for alternative dispute resolution (e.g. mediation or *
arbitration) before a tax case proceeds to the judiciary?

@ Yes

No

46A. Does a taxpayer have the right to request an online hearing or object to it? *

@ Yes

No

47. Is there a system for the simplified resolution of tax disputes (e.g. by a determination on *
the file, or by e/filing)?

@ Yes

No

48. |Is the principle audi alteram partem (i.e. each party has a right to a hearing) applied in all *
tax appeals?

@ Yes

No



49. Does the taxpayer have to pay some/all the tax before an appeal can be made (i.e. solve *
et repete)?

@ Yes

No

50. If yes, are there exceptions recognised where the taxpayer does not need to pay before *
appealing (i.e. can obtain an interim suspension of the tax debt?)

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 49)

@ Yes

No

51. Does the loser have to pay the costs in a tax appeal? *

@ Yes

No

52. If yes, are there situations recognised where the loser does not need to pay the costs *
(e.g. because of the conduct of the other party)?

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 51)

@ Yes

No



53. If there is usually a public hearing, can the taxpayer request a hearing in camera (i.e. not *
in public) to preserve secrecy/confidentiality?

@ Yes

No

54. Are judgments of tax tribunals published? *

@ Yes

No

55. If yes, can the taxpayer preserve its anonymity in the judgment? *

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 54)

Yes

@No

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response"” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No



56. Does the principle ne bis in idem apply in your country to prevent either: *

The principle does not apply in my country
The imposition of a tax penalty and the tax liability
The imposition of more than one tax penalty for the same conduct

The imposition of a tax penalty and a criminal liability

57. If ne bis in idem is recognised, does this prevent two parallel sets of court proceedings  *
arising from the same factual circumstances (e.g. a tax court and a criminal court)?

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 56)

Yes

@No

58. If the taxpayer makes a voluntary disclosure of a tax liability, can this result in a reduced *
or a zero penalty?

@ Yes

No

58A. Is there a legislative cap to prevent interest, penalties and surcharges to exceed the *
amount of tax due?

@ Yes

No



Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

59. Is a court order always necessary before the tax authorities can access a taxpayer's *
bank account or other assets?

Yes

60. Does the taxpayer have the right to request a deferred payment of taxes or a payment in *
instalments (perhaps with a guarantee)?

@ Yes

No

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No



61. Does the taxpayer have the right to be informed before information relating to him is *
exchanged in response to a specific request?

Yes

62. Does the taxpayer have a right to be informed before information is sought from third *
parties in response to a specific request for exchange of information?

Yes

63. If no to either of the previous two questions, did your country previously recognise the *
right of taxpayers to be informed and was such right removed in the context of the peer
review by the Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to either question 61 or question 62)
Yes

No

64. Does the taxpayer have the right to be heard by the tax authority before the exchange of *
information relating to him with another country?

Yes

@No



65. Does the taxpayer have the right to challenge before the judiciary the exchange of
information relating to him with another country?

@ Yes

No

65A. If information is sought from a third party, does that third party have the right to
challenge the legality of the request before the judiciary?

@ Yes

No

65B. Is exchange of information prohibited with any state if it is foreseeable that the data
would be used in a way that is repressive or that it would undermine the protection of
fundamental rights?

Yes

66. Does the taxpayer have the right to see any information received from another country
that relates to him?

Yes



66A. In the event of a leak of confidential information, is exchange of information with that  *
state suspended?

Yes

@No

66B. Are there time-limits after which data that has been exchanged are to be destroyed or *
anonymously archived?

Yes

67. Does the taxpayer have the right in all cases to require a mutual agreement procedure is *
initiated?

Yes

68. Does the taxpayer have a right to see the communications exchanged in the context ofa *
mutual agreement procedure?

Yes



68A. Does a taxpayer have a right to be given a statement of reasons how a solution was *
reached through mutual agreement procedures?

Yes

@No

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

69. Is there a prohibition on retrospective tax legislation in your country? *

@ Yes

No

70. If no, are there restrictions on the adoption of retrospective tax legislation in your *
country?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "Yes" to question 69)
Yes

No



71. Is there a procedure in your country for public consultation before the adopting of all (or *
most) tax legislation?

@ Yes

No

72. Is tax legislation subject to constitutional review which can strike down unconstitutional  *
laws?

@ Yes

No

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

73. Does the tax authority in your country publish guidance (e.g. revenue manuals, circulars, *
etc.) as to how it applies your tax law?

Yes



74. Does your country have a generalised system of advanced rulings available to *
taxpayers?

@ Yes

No

75. If yes, is it legally binding? *

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 74)

@ Yes

No

76. If a binding ruling is refused, does the taxpayer have a right to appeal? *

Yes

77. If your country publishes guidance as to how it applies your tax law, can taxpayers acting *
in good faith rely on that published guidance (i.e. protection of legitimate expectations)?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 76)
Yes

No



Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

78. Is there a taxpayers' charter or taxpayers' bill of rights in your country? *

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

@ Yes

No

79. If yes, are its provisions legally effective? *

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to the previous question)

Yes

@No


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
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80. Is there a (tax) ombudsman / taxpayers' advocate / equivalent position in your country? *

Yes

@No

81. If yes, can the ombudsman intervene in an on-going dispute between the taxpayer and
the tax authority (before it goes to court)?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 80)
Yes

No

82. If yes to a (tax) ombudsman, is he/she independent from the tax authority? *

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 80)
Yes

No

83. Is there a taxpayers' charter or taxpayers' bill of rights in your country? *

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

@ Yes

No


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

84. If yes, are its provisions legally effective? *

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to the previous question)

Yes

@No

85. Is there a (tax) ombudsman / taxpayers' advocate / equivalent position in your country? *

Yes

86. If yes, can the ombudsman intervene in an on-going dispute between the taxpayer and *
the tax authority (before it goes to court)?

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 85)
Yes

No

87. If yes to a (tax) ombudsman, is he/she independent from the tax authority? *

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 80)
Yes

No


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

88. Are taxpayers who are subject to a tax compliance procedure that involves AI/AAS *
informed of that fact?

Yes

@No

Not applicable (in case no Al/AAS is used)

89. In communications between a tax authority and a taxpayer that employs AI/AAS, is it *
stated that the tax authorities is represented only by a machine?

Yes

@No

Not applicable



90. If a decision relating to tax administration has been taken by the use of AI/AAS, is the *
taxpayer provided with basic details of the procedure applied?

Yes

@No

Not applicable

91. Do the tax authorities publish details of the type of AI/AAS employed with specific *
information about the purpose for which they are used?

Yes

92. Does a system exist for voluntary registration of AI/AAS? *

Yes

93. If yes to 92, does the tax authority register all AlI/AAS tools or algorithms with that *
system?

Yes

No

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to question 92)



94. Are decisions that may have a significant impact on a taxpayer taken exclusively by *
AlI/AAS?

Yes

@No

Not applicable

95. If decisions impacting a taxpayer are taken by Al/AAS, are they overseen by a suitably  *
qualified individual before the decision is notified?

@ Yes

No

Not applicable

96. If an audit employs material generated by AI/AAS, is that material available to taxpayers *
and their advisors?

Yes

@No

Not applicable



97. If yes to 96, is an explanation provided and does the taxpayer have an effective remedy *
against unlawful or inaccurate use of AI/AAS?

Yes
No

@ Not applicable (click here if you answered "No" to Question 96)

98. Do tax authorities publish guidance notes explaining the way in which they use AI/AAS? *

Yes

99. If revenue authorities use AlI/AAS, do they publish guidelines and points of contact for *
taxpayers who have questions or concerns about those procedures?

Yes

@No

Not applicable

100. Does the tax administration appoint a senior official with overriding responsibility for *
Al/AAS in the tax administration?

@ Yes

No

Not applicable

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.
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OPTR - 2025 Questionnaire 2 - Standards of
Protection

Dear National Reporter,

| would like to thank you for your participation in the IBFD Observatory on the Protection of Taxpayers'’
Rights (OPTR).

This form collects the information on developments occurred in 2025 regarding the implementation of
57 minimum standards and 44 best practices, distributed into 86 benchmarks, for the practical
protection of taxpayers' rights as monitored by the OPTR.

We kindly ask you to provide an impartial, non-judgmental summary of events occurred in 2025 that in
your opinion affect the level of compliance of a given minimum standard/best practice in your country.
These events may include, without limitation, legislation enacted, administrative rulings and/or
circulars issued, case law and tax administration practices implemented, among others, as requested
by this form.

In ALL cases back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials, and provide full details
for identifying the documents related to the reported developments. Either a (soft) copy or internet
links to make said documents available (and therefore, quotable) are greatly appreciated.

You are also kindly required to assess whether the events you described represent either a step
towards or a step away from the practical implementation of the given minimum standard/best
practice in your country. Full instructions are provided below.

This form should be filled in as soon as any of the events mentioned above occurs and edited as many
times as necessary to cover all relevant developments occurred in 2025, until no later than 16 January
2026. We appreciate very much your cooperation in this regard.

Feel free to contact us for any clarification you may need. We look forward to your valuable
contribution to this remarkable project.

Kind regards,
Dr Sam van der Vlugt

Scientific Coordinator
IBFD Observatory on the Protection of Taxpayers’ Rights.

* Better if filled in using Google Chrome © or Mozilla Firefox ©



Email *

ebalaba@gmail.com

Name: *

Edward Balaba

Country: *

Uganda

Affiliation *

Taxpayers / Tax Practitioners
Tax Administration
Judiciary
(Tax) Ombudsperson

Academia

Other:

1. Please answer all questions. The form will not allow you to continue/submit your responses until you
have answered all questions.

2. All questions are two or three-tiered (namely, either with parts "MS" and/or "BP", and "S"). They
comprise a minimum standard (MS) and /or a best practice (BP), and a "summary of relevant facts in
2025" (S). The latter is a space for providing a summarized account on facts (legislation enacted,
administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-judgmental way.

3. Please Indicate, by clicking on the corresponding button, whether there was an improvement or a



decrease of the level of compliance of the relevant standard/best practice in your country in 2025. If
there were no changes, please indicate so by clicking on the corresponding button.

4. In ALL cases where an assessment of either improvement or decrease is reported, please refer the
relevant novelties in the space provided under "summary of relevant facts in 2025", for each question.
Please give a summarized account of facts (legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case
law, tax administration practices), in a non-judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer
applicable, due to other developments. If applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a
minimum standard or fully complies with the best practice. In case there is nothing to report for a given
minimum standard/best practice, please answer "no changes".

5. If any, make additional, non-judgmental commentaries at the space provided under “summary of
relevant facts in 2025".

6. In ALL cases back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials. While it is not
mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are welcomed to send us
these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org.

7. When completed, please submit the survey.

8. Once you have submitted the survey, you will receive an email acknowledging your participation in the
OPTR and providing a backup of your answers.

9. The email will also include an "edit your survey" link, in case you want to modify any of your answers.
You will receive this email every time you submit partial responses.

10. An option to quit the survey and save your answers is provided at the end of each section. This
survey has 12 sections, as many as those identified by Baker and Pistone in their 2015 IFA General
Report.

11. If answering partially, please select "Yes" at the end of the section in which you are to submit your
partial answers to the survey. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response”
link sent to your email after submitting this survey.

12. For editing your answers, please use the last "edit your response" link provided to you via email.
Please bear in mind that this is the only way the system will acknowledge your previous answers. If you
use a link other than the last one provided, some (or all) changes might not be retrieved by the system.

13. When clicking on the last "edit your response” link, the system will lead you to the front page of the
survey. Click on "Next" as many times as needed to get to the section you want to continue in. Once you
have reached said section, please remember to change your answer to the question "Do you want to
save your results and quit?" to "No", in order to be able to continue.

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)
an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations
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of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.

1 (MS). Implement safeguards to prevent impersonation when issuing a unique identification *

number

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

1. (BP) Methods of identifying taxpayers should employ the highest levels of identification
security, including dual authentication (without imposing an excessive burden on taxpayers
to log in when accessing private information or engaging in communication with the revenue
authorities)

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

1 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

*
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2 (MS). The system of taxpayer identification should take account of religious sensitivities *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

2 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

3 (MS). Impose obligations of confidentiality on third parties with respect to information
gathered by them for tax purposes

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*
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3 (BP). Where tax is withheld by third parties, the taxpayer should be excluded from liability if *
the third party fails to pay over the tax

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

3 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

4 (MS). Where pre/populated returns are used, these should be sent to taxpayers to correct *
errors.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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4 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

5 (MS). Provide a right to access to taxpayers to personal information held about them, and *
a right to correct inaccuracies.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

5 (BP). Publish guidance on taxpayers' rights to access information and correct inaccuracies *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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5 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

6 (MS). Where communication with taxpayers is in electronic form, institute systems to
prevent impersonation or interception

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

6 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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7 (MS). Where a system of "cooperative compliance" operates, ensure it is available on a *
non-discriminatory and voluntary basis

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

7 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

8 (MS). Provide assistance for those who face difficulties in meeting compliance obligations, *
including those with disabilities, those located in remote areas, and those unable or unwilling
to use electronic forms of communication

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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8 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

9 (MS). Compliance obligations on third parties should only be imposed where necessary  *
and in all cases the burden imposed on third parties should be proportionate and not
excessive

@ No Changes
Shifted away

Shifted towards

9 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025.

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account
of facts (legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration
practices), in a non-judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to
other developments. If applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum
standard or fully complies with the best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your
assertions with the relevant documentary materials. While it is not mandatory, a short
summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are welcome to send us these
materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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10 (MS). In circumstances of force majeure (e.g. pandemics / natural disasters), *
mechanisms should automatically apply to relieve taxpayers of compliance obligations that
have become excessively difficult due to the circumstances. The point at which such
circumstances start to apply and cease to apply should be clearly and publicly announced

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

10 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025.

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account
of facts (legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration
practices), in a non-judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to
other developments. If applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum
standard or fully complies with the best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your
assertions with the relevant documentary materials. While it is not mandatory, a short
summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are welcome to send us these
materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

11 (BP). Tax compliance obligations should be designed so as to ensure that taxpayers can *
fulfil their compliance obligations without excessive cost and without the compulsory use of a
tax agent, due regard being had to the type of taxpayer (individual / corporate / others) and

to the complexity of the taxpayer’s tax affairs

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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11 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025.

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account
of facts (legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration
practices), in a non-judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to
other developments. If applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum
standard or fully complies with the best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your
assertions with the relevant documentary materials. While it is not mandatory, a short
summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are welcome to send us these
materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

12 (MS). Compliance obligations on third parties should only be imposed where necessary *
and in all cases the burden imposed on third parties should be proportionate and not
excessive

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

12 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025.

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account
of facts (legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration
practices), in a non-judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to
other developments. If applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum
standard or fully complies with the best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your
assertions with the relevant documentary materials. While it is not mandatory, a short
summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are welcome to send us these
materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations

of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.

13 (BP). Establish a constructive dialogue between taxpayers and revenue authorities to
ensure a fair assessment of taxes based on equality of arms

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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13 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

14 (BP). Use e-filing to speed up assessments and correction of errors, particularly
systematic errors

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

14 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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15 (MS). Where a tax assessment indicates a repayment is due, that repayment should be *
made without undue delay or unnecessary formalities.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

15 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations

of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.
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16 (MS). Provide a specific legal guarantee for confidentiality and data protection, with
sanctions for officials who make unauthorised disclosures (and ensure sanctions are

enforced).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

16 (MS). Encrypt information held by a tax authority about taxpayers to the highest level
attainable.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

16 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

*

*
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17 (MS). Introduce an offence for tax officials covering up unauthorised disclosure of
confidential information.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

17 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

18 (MS). Restrict access to data to those officials authorised to consult it. For encrypted
data, use digital access codes.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*
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18 (MS). Ensure an effective fire-wall to prevent unauthorised access to data held by *
revenue authorities.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

18 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

19 (MS). Data protection rights apply to all information held by tax authorities. This includes *
rights to access data and correct inaccuracies and the destruction (or anonymous archiving)
of all data once its purpose has been fulfilled.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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19 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

20 (MS). Audit data access periodically to identify cases of unauthorised access. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

20 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

21 (MS). Introduce administrative measures emphasizing confidentiality to tax officials. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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21 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

22 (MS). Where tax officials are permitted to work remotely (e.g. from home), equivalent
measures should be taken to ensure confidentiality and data protection as if the official were
working from a tax office. The measures taken to ensure confidentiality and data protection
should be audited on a regular basis.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

22 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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23 (MS). Appoint data protection/privacy officers at senior level and local tax offices. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

23 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

24 (MS). If a breach of confidentiality occurs, investigate fully with an appropriate level of
seniority by independent persons (e.g. judges).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*
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24 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

25 (MS). Introduce an offence for tax officials and others covering up unauthorised
disclosure of confidential information

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

25 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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26 (MS). Taxpayers who are victims of unauthorised disclosure of confidential information  *
should be entitled: a) to be informed as soon as possible of the unauthorised disclosure; and
b) to full compensation, including damages (in cases where tax authorities and third parties
have not maintained adequate standards of data protection).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

26 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

27 (MS). Exceptions to the general rule of confidentiality should be explicitly stated in the *
law, narrowly drafted and interpreted. Data held by tax authorities (or third parties for tax
purposes) should only be accessible to those who can show a legitimate interest in access to
that data

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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27 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

28 (MS). Information held by a tax authority (or by third parties for tax purposes) should not *
be supplied to other public authorities unless the transfer is authorised by law and there are
appropriate safeguards (e.g. a requirement of judicial authorisation).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

28 (BP). Require judicial authorisation before any disclosure of confidential information by  *
revenue authorities

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

28 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

29 (MS). If "naming and shaming" is employed, ensure adequate safeguards (e.g. judicial *
authorisation after proceedings involving the taxpayer).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

29 (BP). If “naming and shaming” is employed by any governmental body on the basis of tax *
information, then personal data that places the individual at risk (e.g. the individual’s home
address) should not be disclosed.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

29 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

30 (BP). Legislation should protect whistleblowers in appropriate cases (including where the *
information disclosed demonstrates that a crime has been committed), in particular where

the whistleblower discloses breaches of confidentiality and data protection by revenue
authorities (and by third parties holding data for tax purposes).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

30 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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31 (MS). No disclosure of confidential taxpayer information to politicians, or where it might be *
used for political purposes.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

31 (BP). Parliamentary supervision of revenue authorities should involve independent *
officials, subject to confidentiality obligations, examining specific taxpayer data, and then
reporting to Parliament.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

31 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

32 (MS). Freedom of information legislation should allow a taxpayer to access information
relevant to the tax system and how it impacts on that taxpayer (including all information
about themselves). However, access to information by third parties should be subject to
stringent safeguards: only if an independent tribunal concludes that the public interest in
disclosure outweighs the right of confidentiality, and only after a hearing where the taxpayer
has an opportunity to be heard.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

32 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

33 (MS). If published, tax rulings should be anonymised and details that might identify the
taxpayer removed.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*

*
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33 (BP). Anonymised tax rulings should be published to allow taxpayers to understand
administrative practices. This should be subject to exceptions where publication would be
potentially damaging to the taxpayer concerned

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

33 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

34 (BP). Anonymise all tax judgments and remove details that might identify the taxpayer. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

34 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

35 (MS). Legal professional privilege should apply to tax advice. *

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

35 (BP). Privilege from disclosure should apply to all tax advisors (not just lawyers) who
supply similar advice to lawyers. Information imparted in circumstances of confidentiality may
be privileged from disclosure.

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
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35 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

36 (MS). Where tax authorities enter premises which may contain privileged material, *
arrangements should be made (e.g. an independent lawyer) to protect that privilege.
Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annexe with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of

your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

36 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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37 (MS). Mandatory disclosure requirements (if adopted) should be clearly drafted and only *
apply to cases in which such disclosure is strictly necessary and proportionate. The
disclosure obligation should not operate to adversely affect the relationship with professional
advisors and other third parties to a disproportionate extent.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

37 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations

of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
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Thank you.

38 (MS). Audits should respect the following principles: (i) Proportionality. (2) Ne bis in idem *
(prohibition of double jeopardy). (3) Audi alteram partem (right to be heard before any

decision is taken). (4) Nemo tenetur se detegere (principle against self/incrimination). Tax
notices issued in violation of these principles should be null and void.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

38 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

39 (MS). In application of proportionality, tax authorities may only request for information that *
is strictly needed, not otherwise available, and must impose least burdensome impact on
taxpayers.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

39 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

40 (BP). In application of ne bis in idem the taxpayer should only receive one audit per
taxable period, except when facts that become known after the audit was completed.

@ No changes

Shift away

Shift towards

40 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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41 (MS). In application of audi alteram partem, taxpayers should have the right to attend all
relevant meetings with tax authorities (assisted by advisors), the right to provide factual
information, and to present their views before decisions of the tax authorities become final.
This should apply equally to on-line meetings.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

41 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

42 (MS). In application of nemo tenetur, the right to remain silent should be respected in all
tax audits.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*

*
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42 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

43 (BP). Tax audits should follow a pattern that is set out in published guidelines. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

43 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

44 (BP). A manual of good practice in tax audits should be established at the global level. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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44 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

45 (BP). Taxpayers should be entitled to request the start of a tax audit (to obtain finality). *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

45 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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46 (MS). Where tax authorities have resolved to start an audit, they should inform the
taxpayer

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

46 (BP). Where tax authorities have resolved to start an audit, they should hold an initial
meeting with the taxpayer in which they spell out the aims and procedure, together with
timescale and targets. They should then disclose any additional evidence in their possession
to the taxpayer.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

46 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

*

*
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47 (MS). Taxpayers should be informed of information gathering from third parties. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

47 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

48 (MS). For normal audits there should be a limitation period for the start of the audit; this *
should only be extended where information comes to light that could not reasonably have
been obtained previously. Once an audit has commenced, it should be conducted with a

view to achieving certainty and finality as soon as reasonable, and adequate resources

should be devoted to achieving that objective.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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48 (BP). Reasonable time limits should be fixed for the conduct of audits. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

48 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

49 (MS). Technical assistance (including representation) should be available at all stages of *
the audit by experts selected by the taxpayer.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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49 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

50 (MS). The completion of a tax audit should be accurately reflected in a document, notified *
in its full text to the taxpayer.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

50 (BP). The drafting of the final audit report should involve participation by the taxpayer, *
with the opportunity to correct inaccuracies of facts and to express the taxpayer's view.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

50 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

51 (MS). Once a tax audit is completed, no further evidence should be collected or included, *
no further arguments brought forward by the tax authorities, and no further tax charges
brought, unless in exceptional circumstances (e.g. where information comes to light that the
taxpayer has concealed).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

51 (BP). Following an audit, a report should be prepared even if the audit does not result in  *
additional tax or refund.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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51 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of
such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.

52 (BP). More intensive audits should be limited to the extent strictly necessary to ensure an *
effective reaction to non-compliance.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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52 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

53 (MS). If there is point in an audit when it becomes foreseeable that the taxpayer may be *
liable for a penalty or criminal charge, from that time the taxpayer should have stronger
protection of his right to silence, and statements from the taxpayer should not be used in the
audit procedure.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

53 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
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54 (MS). Entering premises should be authorised by the judiciary. Judicial supervision of  *
the search should be available at all times.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

54 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

55 (MS). Authorisation within the revenue authorities should only be in cases of urgency, and *
subsequently reported to the judiciary for ex-post ratification.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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55 (BP). Evidence obtained as a result of a search that was not authorised by the judiciary *
should not be admissible.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

55 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

56 (MS). Inspection of the taxpayer's home should require authorisation by the judiciary and *
only be given in exceptional cases.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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56 (BP). Where tax authorities intend to search the taxpayer's premises, the taxpayer should *
be informed and have an opportunity to appear before the judicial authority, subject to
exception where there is evidence of danger that documents will be removed or destroyed.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

56 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

57 (BP). Access to bank information for tax purposes (including automatically-supplied *
information) should require judicial authorisation.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

57 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

58 (MS). Authorisation by the judiciary should be necessary for the interception of telephone *
communications and monitoring of internet access.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

58 (BP). Specialised offices within the judiciary should be established to supervise the *
interception of telephone communications and monitoring of internet access.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

58 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

59 (MS). Seizure of documents or data held on computer drives should be subject to a
requirement to give reasons why seizure is indispensable, and to fix the time when the
documents and data will be returned; seizure should be limited in time.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

59 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

60 (BP). If data are held on a computer hard drive, then a backup should be made in the *
presence of the taxpayer's advisors and the original left with the taxpayer.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

60 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

61 (BP). If digital data is copied or removed, it should be done in a way that does not *
prevent or affect the normal operations of the electronic information system.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

61 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

62 (MS). Where invasive techniques are applied, they should be limited in time to avoid a *
disproportionate impact on taxpayers.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

62 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

63 (BP). E-filing of requests for internal review to ensure the effective and speedy handling of *
the review process.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

63 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

64 (MS). The right to appeal should not depend upon prior exhaustion of administrative
reviews.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

64 (BP). Taxpayers may have an alternative of taking an appeal to an arbitration tribunal in
place of the tax courts.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

64 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

*

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

65 (MS). Taxpayers should have a remedy to accelerate or terminate (including through
reference to mediation or ADR) reviews and appeals in cases of excessive delay.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

65 (BP). Reviews and appeals should not exceed two years. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

65 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

66 (MS). Audi alteram partem should apply in administrative reviews and judicial appeals. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

66 (BP). The review or appeal of tax decisions should not place on the taxpayer an *
excessive or impossible burden of evidence. This should apply, in particular, where the
burden is on the taxpayer to prove a negative (e.g. to prove the absence of motive) or to

prove facts that occurred significantly in the past (e.g. more than 10 years previously).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

66 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

67 (MS). Where tax must be paid in whole or in part before an appeal, there must be an *
effective mechanism for providing interim suspension of payment.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

67 (BP). An appeal should not require prior payment of tax in all cases. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

67 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

68 (BP). The state should bear some or all of the costs of an appeal, whatever the outcome. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

68 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

69 (MS). Legal assistance should be provided for those taxpayers who cannot afford it. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

69 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

70 (MS). Taxpayers should have the right to request the exclusion of the public from a tax
appeal hearing.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

70 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

71 (MS). Taxpayers should have the right to request an online hearing or to object to an
online hearing.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

71 (MS). Tax judgments should be published. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

71 (BP). If tax judgments are published, the taxpayer should be able to ensure anonymity  *
(or at least the removal of confidential information).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

71 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of
such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.
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72 (MS). Proportionality and ne bis in idem should apply to tax penalties. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

72 (BP). The cumulative effect of penalties, interest and surcharges should not exceed the *
amount of tax due (and should only reach this amount in cases of the most serious
violations).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

72 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

73 (BP). Where administrative and criminal sanctions may both apply, only one procedure
and one sanction should be applied.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

73 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

74 (BP). Voluntary disclosure should lead to reduction of penalties. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

74 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

75 (MS). Sanctions should not be increased simply to encourage taxpayers to make
voluntary disclosures.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

75 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

76 (MS). Collection of taxes should never deprive taxpayers of their minimum necessary for *
living.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

76 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

77 (BP). Authorisation by the judiciary should be required before seizing assets or bank
accounts

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

77 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

78 (MS). Taxpayers should have the right to request delayed payment of arrears. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

78 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

79 (BP). Bankruptcy of taxpayers should be avoided, by partial remission of the debt or *
structured plans for deferred payment.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

79 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
mailto:optr@ibfd.org

80 (MS). Temporary suspension of tax enforcement should follow natural disasters. *

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

80 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations

of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
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Thank you.

81 (MS). The requesting state should notify the taxpayer of cross-border requests for *
information, unless it has specific grounds for considering that this would prejudice the
process of investigation. The requested state should inform the taxpayer unless it has a
reasoned request from the requesting state that the taxpayer should not be informed on
grounds that it would prejudice the investigation.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

81 (BP). The taxpayer should be informed that a cross-border request for information is to be *
made.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

81 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

82 (MS). The taxpayer should have a right to bring a legal challenge to test the legality of
the request for exchange of information.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

82 (BP). Where a cross-border request for information is made, the requested state should
also be asked to supply information that assists the taxpayer.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

82 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

*

*
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83 (BP). Provisions should be included in tax treaties setting specific conditions for exchange *
of information.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

83 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

84 (MS). If information is sought from third parties, judicial authorisation should be *
necessary and the third party should have a right to bring a legal challenge to test the legality
of the request for exchange of information (on the same grounds as the taxpayer).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

84 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

85 (MS). In the case of exchange of information on request, the taxpayer should be given  *
access to information received by the requesting state (unless there are good justifications
for not doing so).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

85 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
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86 (BP). Information should not be supplied in response to a request where the originating
cause was the acquisition of stolen or illegally obtained information.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

86 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

87 (BP). A requesting state should provide confirmation of confidentiality to the requested
state.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*

*
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87 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

88 (MS). A state should not be entitled to receive information if it is unable to provide
independent, verifiable evidence that it observes high standards of data protection.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

88 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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89 (MS). In the event of a leak of confidential information or data held by the tax authority of *
a requesting state, all exchange of information with that state should be suspended until
verifiable evidence has been provided that the cause of the leak has been permanently
rectified.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

89 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

90 (MS). Data protection safeguards should apply to all exchanges of information. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

90 (BP). For automatic exchange of financial information, the taxpayer should be notified of *
the proposed exchange in sufficient time to exercise data protection rights.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

90 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

91 (MS). The taxpayer should be notified of an exchange of information and given sufficient *
time to exercise data protection rights (including the right to correct inaccurate data).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

91 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

92 (MS). Time limits should apply to the retention of data that is exchanged (and the data  *
should be destroyed or anonymously archived within this time limit).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

92 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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mailto:optr@ibfd.org

93 (MS). No exchange of information should be permitted with respect to any state if it is *
reasonably foreseeable that the recipient state will use the data in a way that is repressive or
that would undermine the protection of fundamental rights.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

93 (BP). No exchange of information should be permitted with respect to any state if that *
state does not guarantee adequate data protection in its law and in practice.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

93 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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94 (MS). Taxpayers should have a right to request initiation of mutual agreement procedure. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

94. (BP). Where mutual agreement procedure (or arbitration following mutual agreement *
procedure) reaches a solution or fails to reach a solution, the taxpayer should be given a
statement of reasons how that solution was reached (or why no solution was reached).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

94 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

95 (MS). Taxpayers should have a right to participate in mutual agreement procedure by *
being heard and being informed as to the progress of the procedure.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

95 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response" link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations

of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.
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96 (MS). Retrospective tax legislation should only be permitted in limited circumstances
which are spelt out in detail (and that respect the rule of law and the principle of legitimate
expectation).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

96 (BP). Retrospective tax legislation should ideally be banned completely. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

96 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

*


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

97 (BP). Public consultation should precede the making of tax policy and tax law. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

97 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

98 (MS). All tax legislation should be reviewed on a regular basis to ensure that it supports *
the gradual realisation of the rights set out in the International Covenant on Economic Social
and Cultural rights.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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98 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

99 (MS). All tax legislation should be reviewed on a regular basis to ensure that it is
consistent with the realisation of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

@ No changes.

Shifted away

Shifted towards

99 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
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Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations

of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.

100 (MS). Taxpayers should be entitled to access all relevant legal material, comprising
legislation, administrative regulations, rulings, manuals and other guidance.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards


mailto:optr@ibfd.org

100 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

101 (MS). Where legal material is available primarily on the internet, arrangements should  *
be made to provide it to those who do not have access to the internet.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

101 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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102 (MS). Where a state has a system of advance rulings, they should be binding on the tax *
authorities (unless based on an incorrect presentation of the relevant circumstances).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

102 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

103 (MS). Where a taxpayer relies upon published guidance of a revenue authority which *
subsequently proves to be inaccurate, changes should apply only prospectively.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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103 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org)

an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of your country's
legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations

of such material into English, if possible, would be very appreciated.
Thank you.
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104 (MS). Adoption of a charter or statement of taxpayers' rights should be a minimum
standard.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

104 (BP). A separate statement of taxpayers' rights under audit should be provided to
taxpayers who are audited.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

104 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If

applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the

best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.

While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

*
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105 (BP). A charter or statement of taxpayers’ rights should be legally enforceable. *

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

105 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

106 (BP). A taxpayer advocate or ombudsman should be established to scrutinise the *
operations of the tax authority, handle specific complaints, and intervene in appropriate

cases. Best practice is the establishment of a separate office within the tax authority but
independent from normal operations of that authority.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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106 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

107 (BP). The organisational structure for the protection of taxpayers' rights should operate  *
at local level as well as nationally.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

107 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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Do you want to save your results and quit? *

If "Yes", please submit the form. If "Yes", bear in mind that there are still several questions that need to
be answered later. To edit/complete your answers later, please use the "edit your response” link sent to
your email after submitting this form. If not, click "Next" to continue.

Yes

@No

Please provide separately (via optr@ibfd.org) an annex with the actual wording of relevant excerpts of
your country's legislation regarding this matter. Technically accurate translations of such material into
English, if possible, would be very appreciated. Thank you.

108 (MS). All taxpayers who are subject to a tax compliance procedure that involves artificial *
intelligence or automated analytical systems should be informed that such procedures will be
applied.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

108 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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109 (MS). All communications between a tax authority and a taxpayer that employ artificial *
intelligence / automated analytical systems (e.g. via “chatbots” or automated

correspondence) should state whether the tax authority is represented only by a machine or
whether there is (or has been) human intervention.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

109 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

110 (MS). Where any decision relating to tax administration has been taken in respect ofa *
taxpayer by the use of artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems, the taxpayer
should be informed of that fact together with basic details of the procedure that has been

applied.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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110 (BP). Where any decision relating to tax administration has been taken in respect ofa *
taxpayer by the use of artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems, the taxpayer
should be given full details of the criteria and algorithms that were used to reach that

decision.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

110 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

111 (BP). Tax authorities should publish details of the types of artificial intelligence /
automated analytical systems employed by the revenue authority with specific details about
the purposes for which the artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems are being

used.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards
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111 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

112 (BP). Where a system exists for voluntary registration of artificial intelligence /
automated analytical systems tools or algorithms the tax authority should register all such

tools and algorithms it employs.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

112 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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113 (MS). No decisions that may have a significant impact on a taxpayer may be taken *

exclusively by artificial intelligence/automated analytical systems. All decisions affecting a
taxpayer should be overseen by a suitably qualified individual before the decision is notified.
This applies both to decisions by the tax authorities and by judicial authorities.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

113 (BP). No decisions impacting a taxpayer should be taken exclusively by artificial
intelligence / automated analytical systems. All decisions affecting a taxpayer should be
overseen by a suitably qualified individual before the decision is notified. This applies both to
decisions by the tax authorities (in connection with audits and reviews) and by judicial

authorities.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

113 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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114 (MS). When an audit (or a more intense audit) employs any material generated by *

artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems, the material generated should be made
available to taxpayers and their advisers, together with an explanation of how the material
was derived by artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems. The taxpayer’s legal
remedies should be effective against unlawful or inaccurate use of artificial intelligence /
automated analytical systems.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

114 (BP). Where artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems are to be employed by *
a tax authority (e.g. to identify under-declarations or evasion of tax), any taxpayers who may
be impacted (which may include all taxpayers) should be given prior warning of the proposed
action and given an opportunity to make voluntary disclosure (without any additional

potential penalty).

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

114 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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115 (MS). All revenue authorities should publish guidance notes explaining the ways in
which they use artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems in connection with tax
compliance and administration, together with guidelines for the use of those procedures and
points of contact for taxpayers who have questions or concerns about those procedures.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

115 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

116 (MS). Algorithms used by tax authorities should not use criteria that are foreseeably
likely to have a discriminatory or distortive or disproportionate effect on the decisions taken
as a consequence of the use of those algorithms.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

*

*
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116 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

117 (MS). Where the use of artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems by a tax
authority risks infringing any fundamental rights (e.g. the right to privacy) additional
safeguards for those should be required.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

117 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.
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118 (MS). All tax administrations should appoint a senior official with overriding responsibility *
for the use of artificial intelligence / automated analytical systems in tax administration by

that tax authority.

@ No changes

Shifted away

Shifted towards

118 (S). Summary of relevant facts in 2025

Only if answered "shifted away" or "shifted towards", please give here a summarized account of facts
(legislation enacted, administrative rulings, circulars, case law, tax administration practices), in a non-
judgmental way. Specify if some content is no longer applicable, due to other developments. If
applicable, indicate whether the fact reported is under a minimum standard or fully complies with the
best practice. IN ALL CASES please back up your assertions with the relevant documentary materials.
While it is not mandatory, a short summary of such materials in English is appreciated. You are
welcome to send us these materials to our email: optr@ibfd.org. Thank you.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Google Forms


mailto:optr@ibfd.org
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms

Tax Procedures Code Act | Cap.343

®

(€))

54.

@)

2

3

55.

@)

2

3

(C)

(d) the transaction to which the ruling relates; and

(e) any assumptions on which the ruling is based.

The Commissioner General may revoke a private ruling in whole or in part by written notice
served on the taxpayer to whom the ruling is issued.

A private ruling is not a tax decision for the purposes of this Act.

PART XIV - TAX OFFICERS

Delegation

Subject to this Act, the Commissioner General may, by written instrument, delegate to a tax
officer, an accounting officer of a local government or Kampala Capital City Authority any
duty, power, or function conferred or imposed on the Commissioner General under a tax
law, other than the power to compound offences under section 84 and the power to delegate
conferred by this section.

A reference in a tax law to the Commissioner General includes, in respect of the exercise of
a power or performance of a function delegated to a tax officer, a reference to the tax officer.

A delegation under this section is revocable at will and does not prevent the exercise of a
power or performance of a function by the Commissioner General.

Confidentiality

A tax officer shall regard as secret and confidential all information and documents received
in performance of duties as a tax officer.

A person appointed under, or employed in carrying out the provisions of a tax law shall not
disclose any information or produce any document which has come into the person’s
possession or knowledge in connection with the performance of duties under a tax law except
as may be necessary for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of a tax law.

Nothing in this section prevents the disclosure of information or any document to —

(a) acourt or the Tribunal where the disclosure is required for the purposes of a tax law;

(b) the Minister or any other person if the disclosure is necessary for the purposes of a tax
law;

(c) aperson in the service of the Government in a revenue or statistical department if such
disclosure is necessary for the performance of the person’s official duties;

(d) the Auditor-General or any person authorised by the Auditor-General if disclosure is
necessary for the performance of official duties; or

(e) the competent authority of the government of another country with which Uganda has
entered into an agreement for the avoidance of double taxation or for the exchange of
information, to the extent permitted under that agreement.

A person receiving documents and information under subsection (2) or (3) is required to

keep them secret under the provisions of this section, except to the minimum extent
necessary to achieve the purpose for which the disclosure is necessary.
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(5)  The documents and information obtained by the Commissioner General in the performance
of the duties and exercise of the powers of the Commissioner General under a tax law may
be used by the Commissioner General for the purposes of any other tax law.

(6)  This section shall continue to apply to a former tax officer or person formerly appointed or
employed under a tax law as it applies to a tax officer.

PART XV - PENAL TAX
Penal Tax

56. Penal Tax for default in furnishing a tax return

Any person who fails to furnish a tax return by the due date, or within a further time allowed by the

Commissioner General under this Act is liable to pay a penal tax equal to two percent of the tax

payable under the return before subtracting any credit allowed to the taxpayer on his or her tax

return or ten currency points®* per month, whichever is higher, for the period the return is
outstanding.

57.  Penal Tax for failing to maintain proper records

Any person who deliberately fails to maintain proper records as required under a tax law for a tax

period is liable to pay a penal tax equal to double the amount of tax payable by the person for the

period to which the failure relates.

58.  Penal Tax for failure to provide information 8%

(1)  Any person who, upon request by the Commissioner General, fails to provide records in
respect of transfer pricing within 30 days after the request, is liable to a penal tax equivalent
to two thousand five hundred currency points ¥°[fifty million shillings].

(2)  Any person who fails to provide information other than information referred to in subsection
(1), to the Commissioner General upon request is liable to a penal tax of one thousand
currency points. 3¢7 [twenty million shillings].

59.  Penal Tax for making false or misleading statements

Where a person knowingly or recklessly —

(a) makes a statement to an officer of the Authority that is false or misleading in a material
particular; or

(b)  omits from a statement made to an officer of the Authority any matter or thing without which
the statement is misleading in a material particular, and the tax properly payable by the
person exceeds the tax that was assessed as payable based on the false or misleading
statement or omission,

that person is liable to pay a penal tax equal to double the amount of the excess.

864 10 currency points = shs.200,000

865 Inserted by TPC (Am) Act, 2017

866 Modified by The Law Revision (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act, 2023
87 Modified by The Law Revision (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act, 2023
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Where the Commissioner General reviews the taxpayer records under subsection (9), the
Commissioner General shall within the time specified in subsection (6) notify the taxpayer
of the review.

A taxpayer who is dissatisfied with a decision of the Commissioner General may apply to
the Commissioner General to resolve the dispute using alternative dispute resolution
procedure, as may be prescribed.’*

For the purposes of subsection (11), the Minister may make regulations to provide for
alternative dispute resolution for tax purposes.

Review of Objection Decision

A person dissatisfied with an objection decision may, within thirty days after being served
with a notice of the objection decision, lodge an application with the Tribunal for review of
the objection decision.

A person dissatisfied with a decision of the Tribunal may, within thirty days after being
served with a notice of the decision, lodge an application with the High Court for review of

the decision.

Burden of proof

In any proceeding under this Act —

(@)

(b)

29.

@)

2

3

(C)

for a tax assessment, the burden is on the taxpayer to prove that the assessment is incorrect;
or

for any other tax decision, the burden is on the person objecting to the decision to prove that
the decision should not have been made or should have been made differently.

PART IX - COLLECTION AND RECOVERY OF TAX

Tax Collection

Payment of tax

The tax owing by a taxpayer for a tax period is payable on the date specified in the tax law
under which the tax is payable.

An amount that is treated as tax for the purposes of this Act shall be collected by the
Commissioner General serving a notice of demand on the person liable for the amount.

The amount is payable on the date specified in the notice being a date that is not less than
twenty-eight days from the date of service of the notice.

The Commissioner General may waive the amount or accept a lesser amount than is required
to be paid under section 26(3) where an objection has reasonably been made to a tax
assessment.

83 (11) & (12) Inserted by TPC (Am) Act, 2021
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Tax liability of statutory corporations 3

No statutory corporation shall gain any exemption from any tax imposed generally by any
written law, whether the tax is expressed as a tax, levy, duty or otherwise unless the
corporation is expressed in or under the law as exempt from the tax or entitled to such
remission as may be granted under the law; except that in respect of income tax any
exemption purported to have been granted otherwise than in accordance with this section
shall be deemed to be of no effect.

Any provision of any written law which is inconsistent with subsection (1) shall be deemed
to be amended to the extent of the inconsistency.

In granting an exemption or remission under subsection (1), the authority empowered in that
behalf shall distinguish between statutory corporations which are business enterprises and
which shall, as far as possible, be treated as private persons, and statutory corporations which
provide utility services and which shall in principle be exempt or entitled to remission.

Extension of time to pay tax

A taxpayer may apply, in writing, to the Commissioner General for an extension of time
within which to pay tax that is due.

An application for an extension of time to pay tax shall be made by the due date for payment
of the tax to which the application refers.

Where an application has been made under this section, the Commissioner General may,
having regard to the circumstances of the case and by notice in writing —

(a) grant the taxpayer an extension of time for payment of the tax; or

(b) require the taxpayer to pay the tax in such instalments as the Commissioner General
may determine.

Where tax is permitted to be paid by instalments and there is default in payment of any
instalment, the whole balance of the outstanding tax becomes payable immediately.

Notwithstanding the grant of an extension of time or permission to pay tax by instalments,
the liability for interest arises from the original due date for payment of the tax.

Tax as debt due to Government of Uganda

The tax payable under a tax law is a debt due to the Government of Uganda and is payable
to the Commissioner General in the manner and at the place determined by the
Commissioner General.

The Commissioner General may sue for and recover unpaid tax in a court of competent
jurisdiction in Uganda.

In any suit under this section, the production of a certificate signed by the Commissioner
General stating the name and address of the taxpayer and the amount of tax payable is
conclusive evidence of the amount of tax payable by the taxpayer unless the contrary is
proved.

84 Inserted by The Law Revision (Miscellaneous Amendments) Act, 2023
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Enforced Tax Collection
Collection of tax from persons leaving Uganda permanently

If the Commissioner General has reasonable grounds to believe that a taxpayer may leave
Uganda permanently without paying tax that is due, the Commissioner General may issue a
certificate containing the particulars of the tax payable to the officer responsible for
immigration control and request the Director for Immigration to prevent that person from
leaving Uganda until that person —

(a) makes payment of the tax in full; or

(b) executes a financial bond guaranteeing payment of the tax.

A copy of a certificate issued under subsection (1) shall be served on the taxpayer named in
the certificate if it is practicable to do so.

The payment of the tax specified in the certificate to a customs or immigration officer or the
production of a certificate signed by the Commissioner General stating that the tax has been
paid or secured is sufficient authority for allowing the taxpayer to leave Uganda.

Recovery of tax through persons owing money to taxpayer
This section applies where a person is, or will become liable to pay tax and —

(a) the tax is unpaid; or
(b) the Commissioner General has reasonable grounds to believe that the taxpayer will
not pay the tax by the due date for payment.

Where this section applies to a taxpayer, the Commissioner General may, by notice in
writing, require a person who —

(a) owes or may subsequently owe money to the taxpayer;
(b)  holds or may subsequently hold money, for or on account of, the taxpayer;
(¢)  holds money on account of some other person for payment to the taxpayer; or
(d) has authority from some other person to pay money to the taxpayer,
to pay the amount specified in the notice to the Commissioner General, being an amount

that shall not exceed the amount of the unpaid tax or the amount that the Commissioner
General believes will not be paid by the taxpayer by the due date.

A person to whom a notice is served under subsection (2) shall pay the amount specified in
the notice by the date specified in the notice, being a date that is not before the date that the
amount owed by the payer to the taxpayer becomes due to the taxpayer or held on behalf of
the taxpayer.

If the notice served under subsection (2) requires a person to deduct amounts from salary,
wages, or other similar remuneration payable at fixed intervals to the taxpayer, the amount
required to be deducted by the person from each payment shall not exceed twenty percent
of the amount of each payment of the pension, salary, wages, or other remuneration.
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Where a person served with a notice under subsection (2) is unable to comply with the notice
by reason of lack of money owing to, or held for the taxpayer, the person shall, as soon as is
practicable and in any case before the payment date specified in the notice, notify the
Commissioner General accordingly.

If a notice is served on the Commissioner General under subsection (5), the Commissioner
General shall, by notice in writing —

(a) accept the notification and cancel or amend the notice issued under subsection (2); or
(b) reject the notification.

The Commissioner General shall, by notice in writing to a person under this section, revoke
or amend a notice served under subsection (2) if the taxpayer has paid the whole or part of

the tax payable or has made an arrangement satisfactory to the Commissioner General for
payment of the tax.

A copy of a notice served on a person under this section shall also be served on the taxpayer.

A person making a payment in accordance with a notice under subsection (2) is treated as
acting under the authority of the taxpayer and of all other persons concerned and is
indemnified in respect of the payment despite any provisions to the contrary in any written
law, contract, or agreement.

The Commissioner General must credit any amount paid by a person under this section
against the tax owing by the taxpayer.

A person who does not comply with a notice issued under this section is personally liable
for the amount specified in the notice which shall be treated and collected as unpaid tax
under this Act.

Distress proceedings

The Commissioner General or an officer authorised by the Commissioner General in writing
may issue an order, in writing, for the recovery of unpaid tax by distress and sale of the
movable property of a taxpayer.

An order issued under subsection (1) shall specify —

(a) the taxpayer against whose property the order is issued;
(b)  the amount of the unpaid tax liability;

(c) the property against which distress is to be executed and the location of the property;
and

(d) the tax liability to which the order relates.

For the purposes of executing distress under subsection (1), the Commissioner General or
an officer authorised by the Commissioner General may —

(a) atany time, enter any premises described in the order for distress proceedings; and

(b) require a police officer to be present while the distress is being executed.
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Any property subject to distress proceedings under this section shall be —
(a) identified by the attaching of a notice stating:

“PROPERTY IMPOUNDED FOR NOT COMPLYING WITH TAX
OBLIGATIONS BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF THE
UGANDA REVENUE AUTHORITY UNDER SECTION 37 OF THE TAX
PROCEDURES CODE ACT”;

and

(b) kept at the premises where the distress is executed or at any other place that the
Commissioner or authorised officer may consider appropriate, at the cost of the
taxpayer.

If the taxpayer does not pay the tax due and specified in the order under subsection (1),
together with the costs of the distress —

(a) in the case of perishable goods, within a period that the Commissioner General or
authorised officer considers reasonable having regard to the condition of the goods;
or

(b) in any other case, within ten days after the distress is executed,

the property subject to the distress proceedings may be disposed of by sale by public
auction or in such other manner as the Commissioner General or authorised officer may
direct.

The proceeds of a disposal under subsection (5) shall be applied by the Commissioner
General in the following order —

(a) towards the cost of taking, keeping, and selling the property subject to distress
proceedings;

(b) towards the payment of any tax, penalty, or interest owing by the taxpayer; and

(c) the remainder of the proceeds, if any, are to be paid to the taxpayer.

Where the proceeds of disposal are less than the sum of the costs of the distress and the tax
payable, the Commissioner General or authorised officer may recover the shortfall in
accordance with this Part.

Temporary closure of business

The Commissioner General or an officer authorised in writing by the Commissioner General
for the purposes of this section may notify a person in writing of the intention to close down
part or the whole of the person’s business premises for default in paying a tax that is due and
payable, or for failure to comply with the requirements of electronic receipting and invoicing
or tax stamps within fifteen days from the date of the notice 3% [within seven days from the
date of the notice.]

85 Inserted by TPC (Am) Act, 2022
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Where a taxpayer does not pay the tax due, or fails to comply with the requirements of
electronic receipting and invoicing or tax stamps after service of a notice under subsection
(1), the Commissioner General or authorised officer may issue an order to close down part
or the whole of the business premises of the taxpayer for a period not exceeding fiffeen
[fourteen] days. 346

The Commissioner General or authorised officer may, at any time, enter any premises
described in an order issued under subsection (2) for the purposes of executing the order and
may require a police officer to be present while the order is being executed.

The Commissioner General or an authorised officer shall affix in a conspicuous place at any
entrance to the premises that have been closed in accordance with an order issued under
subsection (2), a notice in the following words: —

“TEMPORARILY CLOSED FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH A TAX OBLIGATION”

If the taxpayer complies with the tax obligations under subsection (1) during the period of
closure, the Commissioner General shall immediately remove the notice referred to in
subsection (4).

[If the tax due is satisfied during the period of closure, the Commissioner General shall
immediately remove the notice referred to in subsection (4).]3

Charge over immovable property

If a taxpayer who is the owner of land or a building in Uganda does not pay tax by the due
date, the Commissioner General may, by notice in writing, to the Registrar of Titles, direct
the Registrar of Titles that the land or building in the notice is the subject of a security for
unpaid tax.

The Commissioner General shall serve a copy of the notice on the taxpayer.

Upon receipt of the notice under subsection (1), the Registrar of Titles shall, without fee,
register the directive as if it were an instrument of mortgage or charge on the land or building
and that registration, subject to any prior mortgage or charge, operates in all respects as a
legal mortgage or charge on that land or building to secure the amount of the unpaid tax.

Where a taxpayer does not pay the tax due within twelve months after receiving the copy of
the notice under subsection (2) the Commissioner General may commence distress
proceedings against the land or building of the taxpayer.

Upon receipt of the full amount of tax secured under this section, the Commissioner General
shall notify the Registrar to cancel the entry made under subsection (3) and the Registrar
shall, without fee, cancel the entry.

This section does not preclude the Commissioner General from registering a caveat on the
land or building as an interim measure to stop the transfer of the land or building.

86 Inserted by TPC (Am) Act, 2022
87 Substituted by TPC (Am) Act, 2022
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Seizure of goods

The Commissioner General or a tax officer authorised in writing by the Commissioner
General may seize any goods in respect of which there are reasonable grounds to believe
that the tax payable in respect of the supply, removal or import of the goods has not been
paid.

Goods seized under subsection (1) shall be stored in a place approved by the Commissioner
General or authorised officer for the storage of seized goods.

Upon seizing the goods, the person seizing the goods shall obtain a written statement from
the owner or the person who has custody or control of the goods at the time of the seizure,
specifying the quantity and quality of the goods.

Subject to subsection (5), where goods are seized under this section, the Commissioner
General or authorised officer shall, within ten days after the seizure, serve on the owner of
the goods or the person who has custody or control of the goods immediately before the
seizure, a notice —

(a) identifying the goods;

(b) stating that the goods have been seized under this section and the reason for the
seizure; and

(c) setting out the terms for the release or disposal of the goods.

Where after making reasonable enquiries, the Commissioner General does not have
sufficient information to identify the person on whom a notice under subsection (4) should
be served, the Commissioner General or authorised officer may serve the notice on a person
claiming the goods, but that person must give sufficient information to enable the notice to
be served.

The Commissioner General or authorised officer may authorise the release of any goods
seized under subsection (1) to the person on whom a notice under subsection (4) has been
served where that person has paid, or gives security for the payment of the tax assessed as
payable or the tax that will become payable in respect of the supply, removal, or import of
the goods.

If the proceeds of disposal are less than the sum of the costs of the seizure and the tax
payable, the Commissioner General or authorised officer may recover the shortfall in
accordance with this Part.

Subject to subsection (6), the Commissioner General shall retain the goods seized under
subsection (1) —

(a) in the case of perishable goods, for a period that the Commissioner General or
authorised officer considers reasonable having regard to the condition of the goods;
or

(b) in any other case, until the later of —

©) ten days after the seizure of the goods; or

(ii) ten days after the date on which payment of the tax is due in respect of the
supply, or import of the goods.

-518 -



Tax Procedures Code Act | Cap.343

©

39.

Upon expiry of the period specified in subsection (8), the Commissioner General or an
authorized officer may sell the goods in the manner specified in section 35(5) and apply the
proceeds of sale as set out in section 35(6).

Security for unpaid tax

The Commissioner General may require a taxpayer, by notice in writing, to give security by bond,
deposit, or otherwise satisfactory to the Commissioner General, for the payment of tax that may
become payable, if there is reason to believe that —

(@)

(b)
40.

)

2

3

41.

a taxpayer establishing a business in Uganda intends to carry on the business for a limited
time only; or

a taxpayer may not pay tax when it becomes payable.
Priority of Withholding Tax and VAT

The following amounts are held in trust for the Government by the person receiving or
withholding the amount —

(a) if the person is a taxable person under the Value Added Tax Act, the VAT on taxable
supplies made by the person, net of any input tax credit allowed; and

(b)  withholding tax.

Notwithstanding any other enactment, withholding tax withheld or deducted by a person:—
(a) shall not be subject to attachment in respect of any debt or liability of the person;

(b) isafirst charge on the payment or amount from which the tax is withheld or deducted;
and

(c) shall be withheld or deducted prior to any other deduction that the person may be
required to make from the payment or amount under an order of any court or any other
law.

Where the Commissioner General is satisfied that tax has been overpaid, the Commissioner
General shall —

(a) apply the excess in reduction of any other tax due from the taxpayer;

(b) apply the balance of the excess, if any, in reduction of any outstanding liability of the
taxpayer to pay other taxes not in dispute or to make provisional tax payments during
the year of income in which the refund is to be made; and

(c) refund the remainder, if any, to the taxpayer.

Order of payment

When a taxpayer is liable for penal tax and interest in relation to a tax liability and the taxpayer
makes a payment that is less than the total amount of tax, penal tax, and interest due, the amount
paid is applied in the following order —

(@)

in payment of the principal tax [liability] %8

848 Substituted by TPC (Am) Act, 2017
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in payment of penal tax; and

the balance remaining is applied against the interest due.

[(2) If a taxpayer has more than one tax liability at the time a payment is made, subsection (1)

applies to the earliest liability first

42.

M

2

(€))

43.

@)

2

3

44.

)

] '849

Interest on Late Payments
Recovery of interest on unpaid tax

The interest payable on unpaid tax under a tax law shall be collected by the Commissioner
General in accordance with this Act as if it were unpaid tax.

The interest paid by a person under subsection (1) shall be refunded to the person to the
extent that the principal amount to which the interest relates is found not to have been
payable.

The interest payable by a person —

(a) inrespect of withholding tax payable by the person; or

(b) in respect of an amount referred to in section 13(7) or 34 which is payable by the
person,

is borne personally by the person and is not recoverable from any other person.
PART X - REMISSION OF TAX

Remission of tax
Where the Commissioner General is of the opinion that the whole or any part of the tax
payable under a tax law by a taxpayer cannot be effectively recovered by reason of hardship,
impossibility, undue difficulty or the excessive cost of recovery, the Commissioner General
may refer the taxpayer’s case to the Minister.
Where a taxpayer’s case is referred to the Minister under subsection (1) and the Minister is
satisfied that the tax due cannot be effectively recovered, the Minister shall, [may] with the
approval of Parliament, remit in whole or part, the tax payable by the taxpayer.®>°
For the purposes of this section, “tax” includes interest and penal tax.%!
Tax due and payable by Government 8%
The Minister shall pay any tax due and payable by Government arising from a commitment

made by Government to pay tax on behalf of a person or owing from Government as
counterpart funding for aid funded projects.

89 Repealed by TPC (Am) Act, 2021

850 Substituted by TPC (Am) Act, 2023

81 Inserted by ULRC in the Revised Laws of Uganda, 2024
82 Inserted by TPC (Am) Act, 2019
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Assented to on 31 March 2019
Commenced on 15 November 2019
[This is the version of this document from 15 November 2019.]
An Act to give effect to article 50 (4) of the Constitution by providing for the procedure of enforcing
human rights under Chapter Four of the Constitution; and for related matters.

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows:

Part I - Preliminary

1. Application

(1) This Act applies to the enforcement of human rights and freedoms guaranteed by Chapter Four of
the Constitution.

(2) This Act shall apply to the enforcement of human rights by a competent court.
(3) Save as provided, this Act shall not apply to investigation, protection or enforcement of rights and
freedoms by the Uganda Human Rights Commission and the Equal Opportunities Commission.
2. Interpretation
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

"application” means an application to a competent court under article 50 of the Constitution for redress
in relation to the fundamental rights and freedoms guaranteed under articles 20 to 45 of the Constitution;

"competent court” means a High Court or a magistrate court;

"Minister" means the Minister responsible for justice;

"non-derogable rights and freedoms" means rights and freedoms listed in Article 44 of the Constitution;
"Rules Committee" means the rules committee established under the Judicature Act, Cap 13;

"subordinate court” means any court lower than the High Court or established under the Magistrates
Courts Act, Cap 16 or the Local Council Courts Act, 2006; and

"victim of a human rights violation" means a person who suffers a human right violation and includes
the person’s immediate family or dependents or any other person whose rights have been violated as a
result of the violation of the victim’s rights and freedoms.

Part II - Enforcement of human rights and freedoms

3. Enforcement of human rights and freedoms

(1) Inaccordance with article 50 of the Constitution, a person or organisation who claims that a
fundamental or other right or freedom guaranteed under the Constitution has been infringed or
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threatened may, without prejudice to any other action with respect to the same matter that is
lawfully available, apply for redress to a competent court in accordance with this Act.

(2) Court proceedings under subsection (1) may be instituted by—

(a) aperson acting on behalf of another person, who cannot act in their own name;
(b) aperson acting as a member of, or in the interest of agroup or class of persons;
(c) aperson acting in public interest; or

(d) anassociation acting in the interest of one or more of its members.

4. Enforcement of rights and freedoms by the High Court

@

@)

The High Court shall hear and determine any application relating to the enforcement or violation of

(a) non-derogable rights and freedoms guaranteed in article 44 of the Constitution;

(b) other rights, duties, declarations and guarantees relating to fundamental and other human
rights and freedoms envisaged in article 45 of the Constitution;

(c) rights and freedoms restricted under a law made for purposes of a state of emergency; and

(d) rights and freedoms which are preserved by this Act, to be determined by a magistrate court,
where the remedy sought by the applicant is beyond the pecuniary jurisdiction of that court.

Applications under subsection (1) shall be in the form prescribed by regulations and may, unless the
High Court determines otherwise, be heard in open court.

5. Enforcement of rights and freedoms by magistrate courts

M

@
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A magistrate court shall hear and determine applications relating to the enforcement or violation
of human rights and freedoms guaranteed in Chapter Four of the Constitution in any of the
circumstances not referred to in subsection (1) of section 4.

The application under subsection (1) may be made in any language, orally or in writing or in any
other form as may be prescribed by regulations.

Where the application is made orally or in any language other than the language of court, the
Magistrate shall reduce it in writing in the language of court.

6. General provisions on human rights suits

M

@
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A suit for the enforcement or protection of human rights and freedoms shall, where possible, be
instituted in the court in whose jurisdiction the alleged violation took place.

Where a person is in doubt as to the person from whom he or she is entitled to obtain redress, he
or she may join two or more persons in order for the question as to which person is liable for the
violation to be determined by the competent court.

The competent court may allow any person with expertise on a particular issue which is before
court to appear as a friend of the court, either on application or on the competent court’s own
request.

For avoidance of doubt, statutory notice shall not be a requirement for suits under this Act.

No suit instituted under this Act, shall be rejected or otherwise dismissed by the competent court
merely for failure to comply with any procedure, form or on any technicality.

By Laws.Africa and contributors. Licensed under CC-BY. Share widely and freely. 2


https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-attribution
https://edit.laws.africa/widgets/pdf-cc-by

Human Rights (Enforcement) Act, 2019 (Act 18 of 2019) Uganda

7. Reference of human rights matters by subordinate courts
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Where in any proceedings in a subordinate court, any question arises as the violation of a
fundamental right or freedom, the magistrate shall refer the question for determination by the High
Court.

Where a human rights matter arises in any proceedings before the magistrates’ court, the
magistrate court shall immediately stay the proceedings in the main matter and first determine the
human rights issue raised.

A magistrate presiding over proceedings referred to in subsection (1) may stay the proceedings until
the reference is determined and may, in case of a criminal trial, grant bail to the accused person.

The magistrate presiding over the matter shall dispose of the question referred to in subsection (1)
in accordance with the determination of the High Court.

The court to which reference is made, shall within ninety days from the date of the reference
determine the reference made to it.

8. Consideration of human rights matters arising in the High Court

M

@

Where, in any proceeding in the High Court, a question arises as to the violation of a fundamental
right or freedom, the presiding judge shall immediately stay the proceedings and determine the
question raised.

The High Court may, upon staying the proceedings in subsection (1), in case of a criminal trial,
grant bail to the accused person.

9. Orders that may be made by court in human rights cases
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Where the competent court determines that a fundamental right or freedom has been violated,
unlawfully denied or should be enforced, the competent court shall issue orders it considers
appropriate, including an order for compensation.

The competent court may in addition to the orders referred to under subsection (1), order for—

(a) the restitution of the victim to the original situation before the violation of his or her human
rights and freedoms;

(b) the rehabilitation of the victim including the provision of medical and psychological care; or
(c) satisfaction, which shall include—

(i) measures aimed at the cessation of the continuing violation of human rights and
freedoms;

(ii) verification of the facts, full and public disclosure of the truth to the extent that such
disclosure does not cause further harm or threaten the safety and interests of the
victim, the victim’s relatives, witnesses, or persons who have intervened to assist the
victim or prevent the occurrence of further violations;

(iii) restoring the dignity, the reputation and the rights of the victim and of the persons
closely connected with the victim,;

(iv) public apology, including acknowledgement of the facts and acceptance of
responsibility;

(v) criminal and other judicial and administrative sanctions against the persons liable for
the violations; and

(vi) guarantees of non-repetition;
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Restitution, compensation, rehabilitation or any payment ordered by the competent court under
this section shall be a civil debt owed to the victim of a human rights violation.

Any order made under this Act shall be complied with, within six months from the date of
determination, unless appealed against.

10. Personal liability for infringement of rights and freedoms
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A public officer who, individually or in association with others, violates or participates in
the violation of a person’s rights or freedoms shall be held personally liable for the violation
notwithstanding the State being vicariously liable for his or her actions.

Whenever the competent court orders for the payment of compensation or any other form of
restitution to a victim of a human rights violation by the State, a public officer who is found by the
competent court to have personally violated or participated in the violation of a person’s human
rights or freedoms shall pay a portion of the compensation or restitution so ordered as shall be
determined by the competent court.

11. Derogation from non-derogable rights and freedoms
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It is an offence for a person to derogate from a non-derogable right and freedom guaranteed under
the Constitution.

Whenever, in any criminal proceeding—
(a) it appears to the judge or magistrate presiding over a trial,
(b) it is brought to the attention of the competent court; or
(c) the competent court makes a finding,

that any of the accused person’s non-derogable rights and freedoms have been infringed upon, the
judge or magistrate presiding over the trial shall declare the trial a nullity and acquit the accused
person.

Criminal proceedings may be instituted against a person who breaches a non-derogable right or
freedom guaranteed under the Constitution even where an action for protection or enforcement of
such a right or freedom has not been instituted.

Criminal proceedings under this Act, may be instituted in any of the following ways—
(a) by the Director of Public Prosecution preferring a charge against a person; or
(b) by any person making a complaint on oath to a competent court.

The validity of any proceedings instituted or purported to be instituted under subsection (1) shall
not be affected by any defect in the charge or complaint or by the fact that a summons or warrant
was issued without any complaint or charge or, in the ease of a warrant, without a complaint on
oath.

A person who commits the offence determined under subsection (1) shall on conviction, if no
sentence is prescribed by law for such violation, be liable to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
fifteen years.

12. Complying with orders and directives of court

M
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Save for monetary orders against the State, any other order, directive or recommendation made or
issued by the competent court under this Act shall, unless it is appealed, be complied with within
such a time as shall be determined by the competent court.

The State shall take all reasonable steps to comply with monetary orders issued by the competent
court within a reasonable time.
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Whenever an order, recommendation or directive issued by a competent court is not complied with,
within the time prescribed by the court, a victim of the human rights violation or any other person
may apply to court for summons to be issued against a person who is obligated to comply with the
order to show cause why he or she should not be committed to civil prison for contempt of court.

The application in subsection (3) shall be made to the court that issued the order, directive or
recommendation sought to be enforced.

Where a person makes an application under subsection (3), court may issue orders as it considers
appropriate complying with its orders.

13. Progressive realization of rights and freedoms
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A person who has reason to believe that the Slate is not taking adequate steps for the progressive
realization of rights and freedoms guaranteed under Chapter Four of the Constitution or
International Treaties to which the State is a party, may apply to the High Court for redress.

Notwithstanding subsection (1), wherever the competent court finds that a specific right or freedom
cannot be realized due to resource constraints, the competent court shall order the Government to
take measureable steps for the progressive realization of that right or freedom.

Government shall annually report to Parliament on the steps taken to progressively realize rights
and freedoms as required in subsection (2) as well as any other rights and freedoms prescribed in
International Treaties to which Uganda is a party.

14. Loss of immunity from prosecution

M
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Immunity shall not be a defense to proceedings commenced under this Act.

Subject to article 98 (4) of the Constitution, a person to whom immunity is granted under any law,
shall automatically lose that immunity if he or she is found by a competent court to have violated a
right or freedom guaranteed under Chapter Four of the Constitution.

Where a person loses immunity as prescribed in subsection (2), such a person shall be prosecuted or
found liable for acts or omissions done in the course of his or her duty.

Where a person is dismissed or otherwise removed from office for misbehavior or misconduct under
any law, a finding that such a person violated a right or freedom guaranteed under the Constitution
shall constitute misbehavior or misconduct under that law and such a person shall be dismissed or
removed from office.

15. Unconditional release of persons unreasonably detained

@
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A person who has reason to believe that another person is being unreasonably detained in the
circumstances prescribed in subsection (4) may petition the High Court for the unconditional
release of such a person.

A person in charge of a prison, police station or any other gazetted detention facility shall, where
he or she has reason to believe that a person in that prison, police station or detention facility is
unreasonably being detained, release or apply to the competent court or any other authority for
authorization to release that person from detention.

The High Court shall on being satisfied that a person is unreasonably detained—
(a) order for the production of such a person before court;

(b) impose obligations on the person in charge of a detention centre in which such a person is
detained as the High Court considers appropriate; or

(c) order for the release of such a person from detention on any terms and conditions as the
High Court determines.
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In this section, a person shall be taken to be unreasonably detained where—

(a) he or she has been detained beyond forty eight hours after arrest without being brought
before a competent court;

(b) he or she being charged with an offence triable by a subordinate court, is remanded in
custody before trial for a period exceeding one hundred and twenty days;

(c) he or she being charged with an offence triable by the High Court, is remanded in custody
for a period exceeding three hundred and sixty days before the case is committed to the High
Court for trial;

(d) he or she being committed for trial to the High Court, is remanded without trial for a period
exceeding half of the period of imprisonment he or she would be liable to if he or she was to
plead guilty or be convicted of the offence;

(e) the procedure leading to his or her detention was irregular or unlawful;
(f) there are no justifiable reasons for his or her continued detention;

(g) his or her non-derogable rights have been infringed upon; or

(h) his or her continued detention amounts to a miscarriage of justice.

An order issued by the High Court in subsection (3) shall, upon being served on the Attorney
General or the person in charge of a place of detention, be complied with immediately.

It shall be an offence for a person in charge of a place of detention to—
(a) refuse service or ignore the order made under subsection (3);
(b) upon being served with an order, to do any act that defeats the purpose of that order.

Where a person in charge of a place of detention contravenes subsection (6), any person may make
an application to court and court shall make such orders as it deems fit.

A person who commits an offence prescribed in subsection (6) shall be liable on conviction to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding ten years.

A person who detains another in the circumstance described in subsection (4) (a), (e) and (g)
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years.

Part III — Miscellaneous

16. Appeals

@

@

3

A person aggrieved by a decision or order of a competent court may—
(a) in ease of decisions or orders of a magistrate court, appeal to the High Court;
(b) in case of decisions or orders of the High Court, appeal to the Court of Appeal; or
(c) in ease of decisions or orders of the Court of Appeal, appeal to the Supreme Court.

The court to which an appeal is filed under subsection (1) shall proceed to hear and determine the
appeal within three months from the date of filling of the appeal and may for that purpose suspend
any other matter pending before it.

The law governing civil appeals shall, with necessary modifications, apply to appeals under this Act.
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17. Application of Cap. 71

The Civil Procedure Act, Cap. 71 and the rules made thereunder may, with the necessary modifications,

apply to the enforcement of rights and freedoms under this Act.

18. Rules of procedure

(1) Subiject to the provisions of this Act, the Rules Committee may make rules to give effect to the

provisions of this Act.
(2) Without prejudice to subsection (1), the Rules Committee may make rules—

(a) prescribing the fees payable under this Act;

(b) prescribing the time for applications and references under this Act;
(c) of evidence and procedure;

(d) of joinder, addition, substitution and striking out parties;

(e) of admission of amicus curiae;

(f) of service and enforcement of service;

(g) of notices, warrants and other processes;

(h) of summoning of witnesses;
(i) of facts to be proved at any stage of the proceedings;
(i) of the mode in which the facts may be given;

(k) of service of applications for enforcement or protection of rights;
(1) reply to applications for enforcement or protection of rights;

(m) of consolidation of applications;

(n) of the content of an application for enforcement or protection of rights;

(o) of hearing of applications for enforcement or protection of rights and freedoms;

(p) of costs;
(@) withdrawal or discontinuance of applications; and

(r) any other matter as the Rules Committee may deem fit.

19. Limitation of human rights actions

(1) Save for rights and freedoms guaranteed under article 44 of the Constitution, actions for

enforcement of human rights and freedoms shall be instituted within ten years of the occurrence of

the human rights violation.

(2) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the competent court may allow an action to be brought after the
expiry of the period referred to in subsection (1) on being satisfied that the victim of the violation
was unable, for any justifiable reasons, to bring such action within the time prescribed under

subsection (1).

(3) For avoidance of doubt, the Civil Procedure and Limitation (Miscellaneous provisions) Act, Cap 72,

shall not apply to proceedings instituted under this Act.
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20. Transitional provision

Where at the commencement of this Act, any proceedings are pending before any Court for the
enforcement of human rights or freedoms protected under Chapter Four of the Constitution, the
proceedings shall be transferred to the High Court, if the hearing of the case has not commenced.
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